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out his resolve* He had on occasions been given arsenic for the
treating of the chronic eczema of his feet and he had gradually
accumulated a quantity of the poison which he considered
would be sufficient for a fatal dose, If he had had a revolver he
would have preferred to shoot himself, but he had none and
could buy none* To have borrowed one, if he could have found
one, would probably have made his neighbours suspicious*
He left before sunset and walked up alone into the mountains
to hide where he knew that the ants would quickly eat his
body* In the evening he took the arsenic as he had planned*
He had argued with himself and his act seemed the only one
that was logical and possible. He had given his illness a long
enough opportunity of killing him* It is not known what
arrangements he had made for the disposal of his property*
In the morning Gauguin returned to Punavia, for the poison
had merely allowed him to experience a night of atrocious
suffering* The arsenic was probably present in too small a
quantity to prove fatal, although Gauguin himself imagined
that the dose had been too strong and that his consequent
violent vomiting had freed his body of the greater part of it*
The month that followed was one of continual suffering* He
could eat nothing, even in the smallest quantities, without
nausea, his head scarcely ceased to ache and he suffered from
continual attacks of giddiness*
With well-timed irony, the February mail-boat brought him
money from Chaudet, and one hundred and fifty francs from his
friend Maufra, a first and tardy payment on his debt to him*
But the idea of suicide was over and apart from later regrets
that he had not been able to die on the mountain, he never
again considered killing himself* Towards Chaudet he now
felt indulgent, considering him, in spite of his vagueness and
apparent lack of bargain-keeping, a good fellow who was fond of
other distractions than his business and who was in constant
need of stimulation* He was even indulgent towards his
inability to write a comprehensible and explanatory business
letter and was not unduly surprised that his explanation of his